Below are some articles that  have come from old newsletters of the missionaries that were in South Dakota during the 1960’s.  They fill us in on their thinking and planning of the camp during the  beginning days. [image: image1.wmf](

Don’t know when this was written.)

 

 Today we missionaries of South Dakota have a song in our hearts, thanking God for a

n-

swered prayer in regard to a suitable conference site for South Dakota campers.  God has 

answered our prayers and given us a ver

y suitable site just a short distance southwest of 

Ft. Pierre on the Bad River.

 

   We want to thank the Carlisle brothers for gi

ving us this Conference Grounds.  This is 

however only the beginning and together we must unite our hearts and the strength of o

ur 

hands to rise up and build.  Much must be done before Conference time rolls around.

 

 

Missionaries:  Rev. Gene Bushnell,  Rich

ard Adrian 

 

Carlisle Brothers:  Charles and Jim

 

(

Written sometime after 9/26/66)

 

Our state camp ground has now become a reality.  The Lord has wonderfully supplied a 

plot of gro

und about 10 miles Southwest of Ft. Pierre, along the Bad River.  Our camp 

took on it’s first forms when on Monday, September 26

th, a group of us met in Ft. Pierre 

to organize.  A camp board was selected, by

-

laws and articles of Incorporation were 

adapted and registered with the State of South Dakota.  

 

Conference Board officers elected were as follows:

 

President Mr. Raymo

nd Van Bockel, Highmore, SD

 

Vice President Richard Adrian,  Missio

na

ry ,  St. Lawrence

 

Secretary  Mr. Harry Merchen,  Norris, SD

 

Treasurer  Mr. Robert Gebhart, Glad Valley, SD

 

It was decided that we  try to 

erect one permanent building for our Bible Conference 

next 

year.  This would be the kitchen and dinning

-

room with the dinning

-

room also ser

v

ing as 

our chapel.  Many others thing

s

 will need to be done as time goes on.  Mr. Bob Gebbhart, 

Treasurer, or your Missionary will be glad to receive any contributions of money or mat

e-

r

i

als for this program.  Your help will be greatly appreciated.

 

M

ARCH 67 Victory Center Bible Conference is becoming a reality.  All legal papers have 

now been filed.  The fence around the camp

 has now been put up and providing we can get 

the area where the first building will go up leveled off, construction will begin 

the first day 

of May.  If you know of someone able to do this or know where we might be able to get 

the equipment to do it, we w

ould appreciate you telling us about it.  (We hope that many of 

you will be able to help with the construction once it is starte

d

—

We will give you further 

information on this or feel free to ask about it.)  To date, 34 persons including two Sunday 

Schools 

have contributed $1232.00 from this field.  We want to thank you for the  very 

fine interest and support which has been shown to

wards this new endeavor.  An indefinite 

amount has been pledged which is also much appreciated.  W

e

 would like to visit more of 

you and share this program with you but time will not allow us to do this right now.  Pe

r-

haps you would also like to have a share in this ministry.  Our goal is $3000.  Materials 

need to be paid for when they are gott

en so whatever you can do to help us rea

ch

 this goal 

by the 1st of May will be very much appreciated.  Thank you.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

 

We are sorry but will not be able to have camp at our New Camp Site yet this 

year.  We were counting very stron

gly on being able 

to use our New Camp this 

year so were disappointed when we finally had to make the decision to arrange 

for camp at another place.  Charles Meyers, Missionary with the American Su

n-

day School Union in NE, has just granted us permission to use his camp grounds 

this year.  The camp is located just out of Long 

Pine, NE.  We trust this will not 

discourage any one from planning to go.  This is a very nice camp ground and is 

not as far awa

y as the ones which we have been going to in the Black Hills.

 

 

         

Although we will not be having our regular Summer camp at our New

 

camp site, we will plan to have a week

-

end retreat or gathering so that everyone 

will be able to visit and see the grounds.

 

S

ummer 1967 

 

By “Retreat Time” our kitchen and dinning room building will  be complete e

x-

cept for cubboards (exact spelling) which will be put in later.  Our “well” is dug 

but is not yet hooked up to electricity.  We 

also hope to have this done by retreat 

time.  

 

What is our present need?

 

Piano

 

About 30 or 40 plates

 

Several pitchures  (exact s

pelling)

 

Cereal bowls

 

Extra large mixing bowls

 

Hot water heater

 

About $700.00 to finish paying for what we already have done..

 

M

any of you have already helped in a financial way and we deeply appreciate 

this.  Without your help, we could not have gone this

 far.  We believe there are 

others of you who want to share in this program.  We would be real happy to 

hear from you in the nex

t few days or weeks.  Perhaps some who have already 

given would like to help us further.  May God bless you for it.  Then there 

are 

many of you

 who have helped in so many other ways.  Some of you have been 

there at various times to help us with the construction.  We want

 to thank you 

again for the many ways in which you have helped us and encouraged us.  

(checks may be made out to either Victory 

Center 

B

ible 

C

onference o

r

 myself.  I 

will turn it over to our camp board Treasurer and you will receive a tax deduct

i-

ble receipt.)

 


